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PRECISION HEALTH 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.03 pm]: The Western Australian Minister for Health’s 
Council on Precision Health is an advisory group that I have established to provide strategic direction and 
recommendations for the further implementation of precision health initiatives in the Western Australian health 
system. Precision health aims to utilise technology and big data to more effectively target health preventions and 
interventions to maximise benefits at a population level. Some examples of precision health initiatives include 
newborn monitoring and screening; diagnosing and treating rare diseases; reducing preventable side effects by 
predicting individual responses to drugs; and screening for and detecting cancers at their earliest stages. The 
increasing ability to deliver precision health arises from recent technological advances such as big data; machine 
learning; various -omics platforms, including genomics and phenomics; personalised medicines; spatial technology; 
and data linkage. Through harnessing these technologies, new opportunities exist to develop individualised 
approaches to health care rather than a one-size-fits-all approach. 

Technological advances are already disrupting and transforming health care and other industries. The establishment 
of this ministerial council will help ensure that WA is poised to purposefully and effectively adopt appropriate 
technologies to benefit the health of all Western Australians. I would like the ministerial council to strengthen and 
grow WA’s role as a world leader in precision health. Additionally, my hope is that precision health will help drive 
our knowledge economy, create jobs and contribute to the wealth and prosperity of Western Australia. Building 
on the sustainable health review, the ministerial council will advise on the opportunities to implement precision 
health initiatives into the WA health system. Ministerial council members will also suggest capacity building 
approaches for existing infrastructure, upgrading technology and upskilling workforces to overcome current 
bottlenecks or barriers, and to address emerging needs. The ministerial council will report via the director general 
of Health to the Minister for Health, with all members contributing in a voluntary capacity. The chairperson is 
Hon Kate Doust, MLC, member for South Metropolitan Region. 

As a reflection of the requirement for a collaborative approach to optimising precision health implementation, 
ministerial council members will provide expertise from a range of relevant areas. These include clinical and health 
service delivery, public health, science and innovation, technology, industry policy, consumers, Aboriginal health, 
health and medical research, and the private sector. The need for public trust in delivering more precise health 
programs will be at the forefront of the ministerial council’s agenda and considerations. Not only will the 
ministerial council note the requirement for adequate policy and privacy protection mechanisms, it will also 
promote empowered health consumers and communities as WA moves forward in this exciting field. 
 


	PRECISION HEALTH
	Statement by Minister for Health


